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Proposed No. 2000-0386.1 

KING COUNTY 

Signature Report 

August 1,2000 

Ordinance 13909 

Sponsors Pullen 

1200 King County Courthouse 
516 Third Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98104 

1 AN ORDINANCE authorizing payroll deductions from 

2 county employees' salary warrants for membership in the 

3 Seattle Metropolitan Police Museum; and adding a new 

4 chapter to K.C.C. Title 3. 

5 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY: 

6 NEW SECTION. SECTION 1. Purpose. The purpose of this chapter is to 

7 provide a convenient channel through which county employees may contribute 

8 membership fees to the Seattle Metropolitan Police Museum. 

9 NEW SECTION. SECTION 2. Deductions -- participation. The county shall 

10 make deductions from a county employee's salary warrants and pay the moneys collected 

11 to the Seattle Metropolitan Police Museum if the employee authorizes the deductions and 

12 payments. A county employee's participation in the program is strictly voluntary. The 

13 coercion of an employee to participate or to make a donation to the program, and the 

14 penalization of an employee for failing to participate in the program, are prohibited. 

15 SECTION 3. Codification. Sections 1 and 2 of this ordinance should constitute 

16 a new chapter in K.C.C. Title 3. 
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Ordinance 13909 

17 SECTION 4. Severability. If any provision of this ordinance or its application to 

18 any person or circumstance is held inva1id, the remainder of th~ ordinance or the 

19 application of the provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected. 
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Ordinance 13909 was introduced on 7/5/00 and passed by the Metropolitan King County 
Council on 7/31/00, by the following vote: 

ATTEST: 

Yes: 9 - Mr. von Reichbauer, Ms. Miller, Ms. Fimia, Mr. Pelz, Ms. Sullivan, 
Mr. Pullen, Mr. Gossett, Mr. Vance and Mr. Irons 
No: 0 
Excused: 4 - Mr. Phillips, Mr. McKenna, Mr. Nickels and Ms. Hague 

KING COUNTY COUNCIL 

rrTY'~:TO~ 1 L_ ,~~ 
Pete von Reichbauer, Chai~ 

Anne Noris', Clerk of the Council 

APPROVED tbi,a day of ¥-. 2000. 

Attachments 

Ron Sims, County Executive 

A. Letter to Susan Kregness from the Seattle Metropolitan Police Museum, B. 
Newspaper Articles, C. Copy of Web Page to the Seattle Metropolitan Police Museum 
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SEAlTLE METROPOLITAN POLICE MUSEUM 

6/8/99 

Susan Kregness 
Legal Unit . 
King County Sheriff's Department 
516 3rd Ave W-116 . 
Seattle, WA 98104 

Dear Susan, 

Here is some information that you can present to the full council. 
Councilman Gossett and Sheriff Reichert are familiar with our facility, 
so this may be helpful to the other members. 

The Seattle Metropolitan Police Museum was founded in 1997, by 
veteran Seattle Police Officer James Ritter. The museum's purpose is 
to educate the public and "demystify" the police. The facility is 
designed to depict the historical transitions within law enforcement in 
the SeattlelKing County region over the past 140 years, and assist the 
public in becoming more comfortable with the law enforcement 
officers in their community. 

Since its opening in November of 1998, the Police Museum has hosted 
thousands of visitors, which include adults, children, the elderly, 
tourists, law enforcement officers and community groups from . 
throughout the region. The museum not only has historical exhibits 
from the Seattle Police and King County Sheriff's office, dating back to 
1861, but an interactive area where kids and adults can learn more 
about their police. We also have a meeting room, which can be utilized 
for a variety of law enforcement related activities. 

Officer Jrunes Ritter, President 
317 Third Avenue South· Seattle, Washington 98104 

Phone: 206-748-9991 • Fax: 206-749-9099 • www.seametropolicemuseum.org 





, . 

The Police Museum has been publicly endorsed by Seattle Police 
Chief Norm Stamper, Mayor Paul Schell, the full Seattle City Council, 
King County Sheriff Dave Reichert, King County Councilman Larry 
Gossett, and dozens of local business throughout King County. The 
museum is a grant recipient from the King County Cultural Arts and 
Heritage project, and has been the subject of multiple news articles and 
positive media coverage. 

In the fall of this year, collaboration will begin with the Seattle, Lake 
Washington, and Issaquah school districts to enhance drug, alcohol, 
and gang awareness. "Crime Stoppers" is also examining ways to use 
the museum for the public good. 

Overall, the police Museum offers multiple benefits for the Seattle 
Police AND the King County Sheriff s Department. 

Since Spring of 1998, over 750 members of the Seattle Police 
Department have voluntarily contributed $5.00 per month via payroll 
deduction. This is set up through our Fiscal Division, which requires a 
signed payroll deduction authorization form. The officers' employee 
numbers are entered into the system, and the computer generates a 
check to the Museum every two weeks. This was set up very easily, 
with no ethical or legal conflicts. The Police Museum is recognized 
by the IRS as.a 501C3, non-profit organization which obtains its 
operating expense from museum membership, admission fees and 
public donations. 

Since our membership drive began, many deputies from the King 
County Sheriff s Department have desired to become members, and 
contribute to their agency's history. Unfortunately, we must have 
authorization from the full council to set up this type of payroll 
deduction plan. I would be happy to provide you or the council with 
any documents pertaining to the museum, or further discuss its purpose 
and goals. 
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This King County Council has already shown support for our museum, 
and this would be a wonderful opportunity for the SherifI's Department 
to become fully involved and recognized for their historical efforts in 
this region. 

ames Ritter 
President 
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Seattle, Washington· Serving Ballard Since 1891 50 cents 783·1244 Wedne 

~WiUiS R~ed, 5: checks hi~~lf out in the mirror .}\I.eilring a Seal/Ie Polia unifonn at the· •. 
· MetroPC!Jitan .. Police M"eu.~fHis.~otl!er.p~ge; smiles in the background. . ... . ... 
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· Ballard· offiber . . . 

· founds largest 
West. Coast 
police museum 

A display of 
the. old Ballard 
'Police Depprt-
mmt is one of ., 
the many 
feo.t~res at the 
. Seat/Ie Metro-
. politan Polfte 

·"Museum.·· .. 
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,16 Wednesday, February 17;1999 Ballard News-Tribune 

POLICI;:'. ~allard~~u~:.~nifQ;rrn.~story;put on display 
, , . . . . . .' , :'.., ". ' . . '. ~ '.:.. '. '_. . . 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
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urn. , . , .. 
That along with a pictorial view, 

of Ballard before its incorporation,' 
is all ,the museum has:., 

"It's certainly one of a kind," Rit-; 
ter said. "Wejust don't knowwho i( 
belonged to; Iwish.J knew.:,~ j 

;''There's just~o'information:on if 
and'it' s''very fn.istrating:;'Ritter~ , 
said." " ',,; 

According to Ballard Historical::, ' 
Society President Susan Cook,: 
l1)uchwas repprted in ,the local;> 
newspapers on the Ballard 'police, 
prior to incorporation: .. Those: ' 
reportS, however, are not verifiable. ' 
, ,Point is, word had ,it that Ballard' 
y~as\a ,rough~and~tumble,.to"l'n~ 
:Appare'niiy" sgme off~duty,',cops' 
moonlighted as bouncers, at 'local 
saloons and taverns. It was suspect­
'ed:they were'also on the "take" 
from the' liquor establishments. ' 

Bruce SavadOw/staH 
,'From left: Ballard police officer Jim Ritte~ founder of the Seattle 
. Metropolitian Polic~ Museum; County Councilmember Larry . 

The 'city of Seattle was big on the 
temperance movement,at the time.' 

Gossett andKing C;ounty Sherriff Dave Reichert. 

And sO'it was believed a large 
number of Ballard cops stonewalled 
incorporation because their wily 
ways could come to an end other­
wise. Ballard had a colorful history 
for other reasons.' ; , ' 

Prostitution, o~ "upstairs, busi­
ness," was popular. ' 

Petty theft was also a problem. 
Not much different from today's 
crimes. , 

Though ';:'allard was incorporated 
in 1907, Seattle still utilized Bal-Thejail itsdf was kno'wit around 

town as the "Ballard Hotel"because r--::;:"" 
local transients seemed to purposely J--t 
get arrested for a meal and l! plac(" " ·"f ' 
to sleep' . ' "" .;,:/ " .' ' 

'. ~ .' 

'.: ' 
... ~ . 

lard's police station untiU945, 
even 'after a 1929 earthquake dam­
aged it severely. For almost 40 
years, it' was cons,idered Seattle's 
North Precinct. 

The building 'at '5400 Ballard 
Ave.N.W. was totn down in 1965. 
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P~lice museum puts history 
of law enforcement on display 

, By Dllln A. Radford 
, JourMI Reporlp.r 

sr'~ATTLE '- (llaAH pr('vl'lIls 
I,ho (!ul'I(IIIH frol\l 1(111[1'1/( 
through all old He-HILII' \lolll'!' 
III ugh 0 c>l< H I. I. II (~ H (' II I. 1.1 (I 

Mct.ropolll.I\/\ Police MlISPlIlll, 
III RC!nreh of grHndlIIn 01' 
~l'andlt>n or hud Ullele./o/tn, 

AnYOIIC! with I.hC! InAt IIlInlp 
Ilogan might. Wllllt. t.o look 
:!loRcly, t.hollgh, T/tny'll filld 
Mary Hognll, who klllpd h('1' 
\IlRhll,lId In 1.11(' lohh'y .. 01' I.ltp 
:> rp h 6\ 1111 f hI' n 1.1' I' III III III. 

ThQ, mug hook IA ,1l1st 0111' of 
.he hH,R I\nd pleceR of hlHl.or'y 
;hat mako up the stOI''y of 111(1 
~enf.t1e 1'011('(\ J.)eplIl'l\\\(,IIt. IIlId 
,I1£' King COllnl.y HI\('l'll'(,'s 
)ff\c(', 

The mllAPIIIII Is I.hl' dn'lIm 
:>f ,Jim IlIf,l,C'l' or B(lII('VIlP, who 
IIOR flll,NII. 'y<'IlI'R c'()II(~c~1 IlIg 111<' 
I\rUfll.d.R H.1. glll'Oge Rnl(ls alld 
I,hrou~h good old-fHRltloIlPc\ 
:letecflv(~ wOI'I<. ((e'A H pollen 
rocrult.1'r for I.\IP Hl'ot.l.ll' 1'01lc:1' 
J.) CPlll'llll (11\ t.. 

Thc"eollf'(~(,\oll IA dlsplllYNI 
It, the a,OOO-Rf(Ul\l'p-rool. 1\\ \lSP-

\llll III 1'10111'1'1' HqllHrp UII\I. 
olH'lIl'd IlIsl. I'IIIL Tl'llf'n(~ so 1'111' 
11I1!~ 11('1'11 Jlglll., IHIlls C'Xpl'cl,('d 
1.0 plr'l< lip willi I.omlfit SPIISOII, 

YnHI,!'rdny, Sltc'I'IH l)nvC! 
1{('!cIlNt. dOllll!.c~d IIlI!.H, I.n)IIH!'1' 

Iwllli, HIIII Iwll.s, hnllel('lIfr 
pOII('hl's IIlId hnlsl.NfI t.o !.II(, 
III liS!' I 1111. 

Ill' nlHo «1011111.('«1 11\11 onk(~'fI 
IIPW hncJg(' - .. !.lll' firs!. t.o HIIY 
/I Klllg COllllf,y Hhl'l'lI'I'" III :10 
YI'IlI'S. 

'1'11(' 111 IIHPII III hl1H 1111 III!.(\\'-· 
l1.cof.lvl' I1n'lt wllC'l'plddH 1:1\11 I.l'y 

Oil p()lIc'c' HhII'Lf! IIl\d 1)\1111'1.­
proof VI'!lIH, 

Tltl' 1111 I H!''''", HiI.l.PJ' Hllld, IR' 
"111101;)11'1' 1'0 I'll I or C'OIIlI\lIII111,y 

p()II('III~" wlt(')'(' I'IIII«II'PII IIl\d 
orilll!.A ('/\11 INll'II nllollt. pollc~(' 
worl< III l\. lIol\l . .hI'I'l\I,l'nlll~ (llIvl-
\'() II 1\1 (' Ill.. ' 

Pollcl' ofl'lc('I'H Hllfl"lrlll'l, 
()vC'l'loo\< UII' III I1HI' 1'\\.\1 '11 IWlw-
1'11,1,0 I.hpll1, t.oo, 

"f, 101. of off\('(ll's dOI\'t; 
lolOw Ihl'il' 1,!'lIdlfinll lilld ItIR­
t.oI'Y." hI' SHill. 

'I'llI' I\lIlSI'I111I opl'lI'('d III 
NOVI'IIt1l1'l' nfl.('1' II'YC'lIl'lollg 
hlllldllll!l'fl'O\'1.. If.'H 1'1111 h,v H 

1I01l/lr( ~1I, corpnrnl.ioll t.hat IR 
HIIPPOl'j,l'd In purl. hy donaf.lollA 
frolll pollc:nof'f'kC'l'H, 

I'l'ollllnnnlly cllRplnyerl 
I. It I' 0 II g It 0 II I, I S C III. II cI (' (l. 
BlIlllllcl<, who WltR ho!;h It 

H C' n I, I.l I' Jl 0 II (' C' e It In f It n d It 

('Ollllt.y HhC'l'lff'. IIIH clnugltt.or, 
lJlIl'hlll'l1 L(wl<hnl't. of Ilollnvllo, 
('1\1, !.II!' I'lhl)()1l wlH'1l t.lw mllso-
1111\ nilI'llI'd. 

"III' ('II'IIIHHI liP t.ho Pollen 
f)opn.rl,llloll(;," Hltl.el; Ralel of 
Cltl('r 1l1l1l1l11!1<. Ho alRo 110.lpo(\ 
!.o <'11'1111 lip Snnl.l,lo, whlC'h fOl' 
c1I'I'lIdI'H Willi 1<lIown II/ill wild 
('I t.y, 

orr In OI1C' ('onlOl' 11'1 lUi' orlg­
Inlll ,1nll ('('II: Hlt;t.nr toWCl'S 
nhov0 olle or' t.h(~ cJoorR.­
HPillll'PIlt.Jy' nllllhlolA wore n 
lot Rlto!'l.nr Ill'flH'l' Lho tlll'l1 or 
1;\\0 eC'IlI.III'Y, 

By 1.110 wn.y, nllyollo IInntl'cJ 
TholllllHOII 1Il1~1t!. WIIII!.!.n I'Plld 
aboll!. ,Tllel< TholllPAllli, 

II(~ waH "nllgod Oil Ropl ... 28, 
I H 7 7, r 0 r I, It 0 III \I I'd (l r 0 I' 
SOIOIlII\III\IlXt.or. It. WIlA LIIC' 
flrHI. ItllllgillJ( III King C01\1I1,y 
alld Lite A(I(!Olld III I,he 
Wnsltlllgl,oll TPl'rit,ory. 

S'PV~ Sh-llon/.lolirMI 
Items donated to thn Seattle Metropolilili11'illlcc: MH~(!liIn ill~hl"(, thl, 5hNlff's bilt!ge 
and credentials Issued to the County Assl'ssor's Office In. 19"3. n's well ilS modern 
iladqes, ClipS, holsters lind belh, 
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Welcome to the Seattle Metropolitan 

Police Museum! 

317 Third Avenue South 

Seattle, Washington 98104 

ph: 206-748-9991 fax: 206-749-9099 
smpmuseum@aol.com 

Discover the history of northwest law enforcement, 
p<?licing the fr~ntier, and the "taming" of Seattle! 

Located in Seattle's historic Pioneer Square, this 
facility is the largest police museum in the 
western U.s., combining historical displays with 
an interactive learning area for children and 
adults! 

Working in collaboration with the Seattle Police 
Department, and the King County Sheriffs Office, 
this private, non-profit museum offers insight into 

the vast transitions experienced by both agencies since the early 1860's. 
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